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We see each other regularly every evening until midnight. We go to the theater together,
sometimes to a dance and sometimes we just visit our friends and people whom we know. During the
summer we go fishing, take trips and go on picnics. We spend our vacations touring various States and
he covers all of our expenses.

My mother does not know that we spent our last three vacations together. My friends or people whom |
know have often accompanied us.

He insists that he must be with me because he wants to marry me as soon as he is free. He is
afraid that | may fall in love with another and will drop him. Now he not only drives me to work and
brings me home, but he remains seated in a nearby restaurant and watches me.

Very often during the day he telephones our office in order to verify the fact that | am at work.
He is now beginning to accuse me of going out with others. Because of this, we have arguments which
always end with: “I'm really sorry for saying those things.”

What should | do? My nerves are on edge and | have no peace. He agrees to give her the
children and half of his pension in exchange for the divorce, but she just doesn’t want to divorce him.
When he returns home from work, she says cynically: “Here comes the boarder.” He often must work
overtime beyond his regular hours and at such times she refuses to give him any food. She never goes
anywhere with him and she does not allow their children to ever go out with him. If I have to continue
living under such circumstances, | think | will lose my mind.

Due to the fact that nothing surprises me nothing throws me off balance and | do not become
obsessed with any incident, | only ask — “Why does a girl who was raised as a Catholic have such weird
opinions on marriage, on divorce and on people’s lives? Doesn’t this girl know that she is not permitted
to go out with a divorced man? And if she decides to go out with a divorced man, she is betraying God,
renouncing Christ, selling her faith for a bowl of lentils and walking a dangerous and very unhappy
road.” Actually, in this instance, the girl is playing the role of a thief and a kidnapper. She is stealing a
husband from his wife and a father from his children. Such behavior is not justified by any excuses or
explanations. Such people, as a rule, end up either in an institution or they perish by their own hand or
by the hand of their lover. | will not discuss this matter any further because it would be superfluous.

Here is the third letter — “Dear Father, | am writing because maybe your advice even if it doesn’t
help may at least soothe and make me feel better.

Before | married, | went with my husband for three years. When war broke out, he was taken
into the army. After being in the army for a few months, he came home on leave. He insisted that we
get married.

Despite the fact that my father objected, we got married in church after one announcement of
the marriage banns.

Shortly after the wedding, he was sent overseas. He was there for two and a half years and
during that time he wrote me nice letters. He begged me to pray for him so that he would safely return
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home. | prayed fervently for his intentions and that he would return home safe and sound. Evidently,
God heard my prayers.

After four years he returned home safe and sound. For seven weeks he never left the house. Not
only on Sundays, but often even on week days he went to church.

Then suddenly something snapped in his head. He began going out in the evenings and
returning home in the mornings. When | nicely explained to him that it is not right for him to roam
about at night, he just shrugged his shoulders and said that he sees nothing wrong in theat.

When | complained to his parents, they answered that a soldier, after so many years of service
should have more freedom. Evidently they also told him that because one day he began arguing that this
marriage is stuck in his throat and he is sick of it; that he now regrets having married me; that he now
must enjoy some good times because he has done enough penance in the army.

After a six months stay at home, one morning he collected all of his belongings and returned to
his parents. He also took the car and the money that | kept at home. Two weeks went by and he never
returned nor did his parents ever come to ask me about my side of this story. Therefore, my mother
telephoned his house and asked him what he planned on doing.

That very evening he returned. | explained to him that | did not want him to be my prisoner but
just my husband. He was good for three weeks but after that, as soon as he had finished eating his
supper he would be out of the house and gone.

To my questions — “Where do you stay and what do you do all night?” He had one answer — “It’s
none of your business.” Then he began to call me names. “I am married but that doesn’t mean that |
must be a hermit.”

When | advised him to join some organization the answer was - NO. Then | advised him to take
advantage of government aid and go to school. He laughed at me. Then he left me for the second time.
This time his parents did not accept him in their home, therefore he went to live with some divorced
man.

After two months, he telephoned me. He begged for forgiveness, promised that he will settle
and insisted that he couldn’t live without me. In spite of my parents’ objections | accepted him. His
reform lasted three weeks. After that he began running around again and after ten weeks, with such a
farewell - “. . . that marriage in America is meaningless” he went and | don’t know where.

My answer can only be one — “Thank God that it happened as it did. It could have been worse.
Don’t ever let him come back. If he should return and begins to force you to take him — call the police!
As for you, lead a decent life, live honestly. Among honest people you will find respect and from God
grace!
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December 4, 1955

| greet all of you my fellow country-men with the greeting, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

We call the universe the work of God. However, we designate man as the masterpiece because
when creating the first man, God said very explicitly: “Let us create man in our own image and likeness.”

Thus, this first human being was a godly person. The Mind of God thought of him; Divine Hands
created him; the Intellect of God pointed out his purpose; the Goodness of God bestowed upon him the
means to happiness; this person in the beginning was ideal and virtuous.

By his wanton abuse of his free will, he ruined that ideal and nearly his divinity and he became a
deformed creature because to the image and likeness of God, he added something from a carnal animal
that is false and treacherous.

Then, God the Father, moved with mercy and pity, sent the Son of God, the Man of God, who, as
it were, reproduced or again created a man of God through that death on the cross. Thus, man again
took on the face, picture and likeness of the Creator and became a Second Christ.

From this we have those countless multitudes of good, honest, virtuous and pious people in
every walk of life; from this, we have not only so many godly people, but true, unusual and generous
supermen. These kinds of people, in these present times, boldly combat evil in their daily life.

Every person seeks happiness incessantly and constantly aspires to happiness. Some seek
happiness in creatures. Others seek happiness in themselves. After the passage of some time, whether
shorter or longer, they are convinced that neither they, nor any other creature will give them neither a
lasting nor a true happiness.

The famous author Reymont became convinced of this and a few years before his death, he
said: “Everything that | have done up until now, was nonsense. It is only now that | see and know how
one should work.”

The longing for happiness and the seeking of happiness never expires, therefore man either
turns to God on Whom he depends and Who is his true and only source of happiness and then he
becomes a godly man, or he turns to errors and lies, yields to his sown pride and self-conceit, goes
astray, follows a seductive light and becomes restless, dissatisfied, unhappy and desperate. He takes on
the appearance of some sort of deformed creature, who himself doesn’t know what he wants, why he is
living and where he is going. Such people ruin their life and perish soon and forever. The lives of such
people is a misfortune both, for themselves and for others.

PEOPLE - FREAKS

For proofs, | am not reaching for books that are covered with moss or mold. No, for then, you
would be able to say that one can’t measure people today with an instrument of past years. You would
be able to say that the atomic age, with its progress in knowledge and study caused such a mad
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upheaval in the minds of people, that uncertainty and fear, at least temporarily erased people’s opinions
of human life. This and similar deductions are worthless.

The ideals of a Christian life, regardless of the times, of changing opinions, on people’s view-
points are fixed and unchangeable because they are dependent on the laws of God and the teachings of
Christ. Therefore, | reach into my folder with the letters. Here is the first:

“I kindly ask Father Justin to someday speak to those mothers who forbid their daughters to go
out among the people and enjoy themselves from time to time. | am not referring to bad company,
where they drink and smoke, but to enjoy the company of good people.

I live with my mother and | am 32 years old. Despite that, | am such a prisoner. My mother has
forbidden me to go out beyond the threshold of our home. | am not permitted to take part in the fun
arranged by the youth at our parish hall. She does not allow me to go to the movies even when they are
showing the best films.

In general, | am not permitted to go out anywhere, as though | were 15 or 16 years old. | must
constantly stay at home, because my mother threatens me that if | leave her alone at home, something
evil will happen.

Itis only then that she shows satisfaction when | stay home. At home, there are no
amusements. She does not allow me to listen to the radio because, according to her, that’s all nonsense
and craziness.

She walks about always gloomy and sulking. She does not know how to give anyone a good
word. She never smiles. She never gives one an answer in a human way, she constantly mutters and
complains that she is so unhappy and so abandoned.

She never goes out because she says that then it would be necessary to have an open house and
to entertain people and that is a total waste of money.

For so many years | have been taking care of my mother, and she can have whatever she wants.
I have been working since | was 20 years old and | help her with everything at home. She repays me with
reproaches, threat s and complaints.

Evidently, | have wasted these long years — my best years are over and | haven’t gained
anything. | don’t know what to begin or how long | will have to continue this suffering. Other women
who are of my age, already have their own family circles, something that | certainly will never attain. |
will grow old and feeble under the watchful eyes of my mother.

Father Justin, do you think that my mother is doing the right thing? Why, there was a time when
she was young. She married when she was very young she was just 19 years old. She had seven children.
If my brothers and sisters had listened to my mother, then it is possible that they would all still be sitting
in this house. However, they just paid no attention to her. They all got married, have families and are
living happily. | don’t envy them.
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My mother is very selfish. She is only concerned about herself. She’s not one bit concerned
about me. She tells me that after her death | will have this house and | can enter some service or find
another job. What should | do? At my age shouldn’t | be permitted to leave the house for a break? Must
I spend my entire life with such a mother? | don’t want this house | want to have my own family and |
want to have a happy life.”

For these kinds of complaints, | have one and only one answer — “Parents are not only the
natural guardians of goods but also of the happiness of their children. God also set them on a similar
guard. They have the appropriate means for this: love and experience.

They always were, they presently are, and they always will be extreme parents, who imagine
themselves as being omnipotent and in reality they are such tyrants and dictators in the family.

The first force their children into a marriage and the others forbid their children to marry. They
don’t do this out of love for their children nor out of good will for their children. They are guided by self-
love, egoism, along with the consideration of personal profits, ambitions and personal interests.

Such parents take any responsibility on their own. The happiness of their children does not lie in
their heart. They are concerned about property, social standing and their name. Parents contribute to
the dislocation and distortion of their young lives. They choose things which are neither a condition nor
a reason for life. In this we have a cause, that young people, wrongly matched in marriage, not suitably
united, repel each other in body and spirit, and very dubious and swampy sources.

Neither the father nor the mother acts even one iota better. Each considers the son and
daughter as prisoners. It is one thing to rule mercifully, it is another to cruelly domineer.

Children have a right to reasonable pastimes and to suitable entertainment in suitable places
and locations in the company of good people. From these | naturally exclude all theaters and halls with
smoky atmospheres; all holes and caves which give off the foul odor of corruption are absolutely
forbidden. Above the doors of such places there is a sign in huge red letters: “Everyone’s Entry is Strictly
Forbidden.”

God did not create children for them to become hermits. They must live in the world with
people and among people. You are not permitted to lock them up — neither in a cage, nor within the
four walls of their home! | repeat, they have a right to sensible freedom, to reasonable pastimes; to
honest amusements in order for them to develop normally, in order to grow up to be honest and fair
people and not hypocrites and Pharisees.

When young people notice that their parents are systematically and purposely blunting their
happiness, they become their most obstinate and most unyielding enemies. Parents like those, who
force their children into marriage, like those who forbid their children to marry, use various subterfuges
and tricks. First, they use moral pressure, another time, they use various suggestions; sometimes they
threaten disinheritance or the refusal of a parental blessing.
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For such parental weapons, when it concerns force or command, a young person should not pay
attention in matters of matrimony. In such cases God does not refuse His blessing to the young person,
but it is absolutely certain He will refuse it to those proud, ambitious parents who are greedy and
egoistic.

Itis high time for every parent to remember this truth of life that every young person marries
for himself or herself and not to satisfy anyone, even parents and if they make a wrong choice, no one
will suffer but they.

It is not permitted for anyone to either force someone into marriage, or to forbid someone to
marry. Every young man and every young woman has the right to choose. Cecilia Plater Zyberkowna
makes this practical observation which is so unusually to the point. It often happens that a young lady,
having difficult and perhaps disagreeable circumstances living at home, determines in her embitterment
to marry the first person who comes here way.

“Anything will be better than what | endure at home,” she says “in any case | will have a position and a
situation. As for love, | gave that up a long time ago.”

The imprudent one, she does not take notice that with this desperate step, she is nailing up her
life, perhaps forever. Under the impression of her troubles at home and because of her impatience, she
becomes short-sighted. She is seeking liberation from that which presently worried her and she doesn’t
realize that which presently worries her and she doesn’t realize that she is being burdened with an
adversity that is a hundred times heavier.

Her situation at home, however difficult it is, at any rate was always passing meanwhile, when
she imprudently marries, she is chaining her life to her coffin. Neither is she thinking about how life with
any kind of person can be pure martyrdom; what kind of difficulties will there be in raising children,
what kind of family complications and what kind of responsibility, etc. She doesn’t notice any of these
things, for at this time, she is only concerned about the present moment. Thus, in escaping from one
suffering, she plunges into others that are a hundred times worse.

Then there are other individuals who are only seeking a position in marriage, others seek
marriage to avoid spinsterhood. Such motives do not fit in with God’s point of view and they do not lead
to happiness. Such motives are not valid in God’s eyes and they are not the way to happiness.

Whoever uses marriage as a means that frees him from something worse such a person falls, as
they say — “from the rain to under the rain pipe.” We have such helping poetic lines:
“It is better not to marry and to help oneself
Than to marry badly and constantly
Have a husband who is always in the way.”

| take the second letter into my hand and read: “Dear Father Justin, | have a lot of confidence in
you and for that reason, I’'m seeking your advice. | come from a Catholic family. | am one of seven
children. | am 21 years old. About three years ago, according to our custom, | went for a walk one
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evening with one of my friends. It was about 10 pm. During the day, | work in an office, thus instead of
going to the theater, for health reasons, | preferred to go for a walk.

On that evening, | met a man whom | had never seen or known before. He introduced himself as
a detective who had been sent to our area on a special mission. | He spoke very politely and was very
kind. Since his work demanded that he stay in our district, he asked if he would visit me. | agreed to that.

A few days later, | introduced him to my parents. For four months he was at our place every
evening. He often drove me to work and sometimes brought me home.

After a year, he gave me an engagement ring. Within two years, he gave me as gifts — a radio, a
wrist watch, rings and other expensive gifts.

About a year ago, he admitted to me that he has a wife and three children. He maintained that
he had begged his wife many times for a divorce; that he is now actually awaiting a favorable reply and
would I marry him when he finally gets that civil divorce. | answered in the affirmative.

Now, let me tell you about his life. At the age of nine years, he and his sister became orphans.
Some relatives took him to their home. They gave the dog better care than they gave this orphan. They
pushed him about and called him a free-loader.

He married only so that he could have a companion. He never really loved his wife. Now, after
having met me, he recognized the meaning of true love, and therefore he swore to himself that | must
become his and he will not step aside for anyone. He is now 39 years old and when he entered into his
first marriage, he was barely 17 years old.

| believe him when he insists that he entered into a friendly marriage because a person of that
age does not understand what life means in reality and he does not know what he wants from life. He
said that if his father and mother were living he probably would have stayed with t hem until this very
day, or he would have a least waited to get married until he would have known more about life.

Despite everything, during these years he was always a faithful husband and a caring father until
he realized that he had fallen in love with me and now he must get me. | believe him because during the
past several months when | went out with others and was returning at a late hour, he was always
waiting for me in his car.

Several times he wanted to assault my companion. Twice he threatened to shoot whomever he
finds with me. Several times he forced me to tell my companion that he is my fiancé and that they have
no right to go out with me.

We are waiting two years already for the divorce. His wife told him several times that she does
not want to see him enjoy any happiness. She wants him to suffer and she will not allow me to have
him. Out of revenge, she delights in the fact that both, he and | are suffering very much.




